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We claim: 



l! yTl. A media control system, comprising: 

^^/LA / ^computer connected to a data source to receive 

3 ^^^iodi\c updates of schedule data relatilig" to available ~ 

4 '^media content deliverable through a channel; 

5 saiA computer being connected to control a delivery of 

6 selected media content through said channel to a media 

7 output device; 

8 said computer being connected to a preference data 

9 store storing preference data indicating media content 
10 preferred by A user; 

jD 11 said computer being connected to a user interface with 

i^; 12 a display and am input device; 

H 13 said compute being programmed to select a subset of 

p 14 said available metma content responsively to said preference 

'"J 15 data; \ 

G 16 said computer being further programmed to display first 

=^ 17 identifiers corresponding to said subset and accept first 

IB 18 input indicating a oneXof said first identifiers to be used 

19 currently or in the future and to control a delivery of 

20 media content responsiveuy to said first input; 

21 said computer being V urther programmed to display 

22 second identifiers corresponding to said schedule data 

23 and/or other media data coiVesponding to media items 

24 substantially identical to snid schedule data, and to accept 

25 second input indicating multiple ones of said second 

26 identifiers indicating preferences and to store data 

27 responsive to said second inputXin said preference store 

28 without controlling a delivery zit the media content 
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corresponding to said second) identifiers responsively 
thereto . v 

2. A system as in ab^im 
further programmed to store 



1/ wherein said computer is 
data responsive to said first 



input in said preference store 



3 . A system as in claim 
some of said identifiers are 
schedule data . 

4 . A system as in claim 
are displayed simultaneousl;y 

5 . A system as in cla^im 



1/ wherein" said second at least" 
derived from out-of-date 

1, wherein said multiple ones 
on said display. 
1, wherein said computer is 



further programmed to display a list of categories of media 
content and to accept input indicating ones of said 
categories to exclude from said second identifiers, and to 
exclude from said sec^d identifiers accordingly. 

1, wherein said second 



6 . A system as in craim 
identifiers include via^ cl 

7 . A system as in claim 
identifiers include narrativ 



Lps . 

1/ wherein said second 
5 descriptions 



8. A media control syst^^m, comprising: 



a computer connected to 
periodic updates of schedule 
media content deliverable tl 

said computer being cor 



a data source to receive 
data relating to available 
rough a channel; 
nected to control a delivery of 



selected media content through said channel to a media 
output device ; 

said computer being cormected to a preference data 
store storing preference data indicating media content 
preferred by a user; 

said computer being conbected to a user interface with 
a display and an input devic 
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said computer being pragraramed to select a subset of 
said available media conteiyt responsively to said preference 
data ; 

said computer being fdrther programmed to display first 
identifiers corresponding to said subset and accept first 

lid first" identifiers to be used 
ind to control a delivery of 
:o said first input; 



input indicating a one of s 
currently or in the future 
media content responsively 



said computer being further programmed to display 
second identifiers correspo iding to said schedule data 



and/or other media data and 



indicating at least one of said second identifiers 



indicating a preference and 



second input in said preference store, said second 
identifiers being derived frDm said schedule data and 
filtered such that said second identifiers include 



to accept second input 



to store data responsive to said 



substantially no redundant er 



entries that are characterized by content that is identical 



according to at least one cri 
availability for use. 

9 . A system as in ci^im 
further programmed to display 
content and to accept input i 



tries, redundant entries being 



:erion other than a time of 

8., wherein said computer is 
a list of categories of media 
idicating ones of said 



categories to exclude from said second identifiers, and to 
exclude from said second identifiers accordingly. 



men 
:la\^ 



10. A system as in c 
programmed to store said data 



8/ wherein said computer is 
responsive to said second 



input without controlling a c^lelivery of media content 
responsively thereto. . 

11. A system as in clad-n 8, wherein said second 
identifiers include video clips. 
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12. A system as in claim 8, wherein said second 
identifiers include narrative descriptions. 

13 . A device for addind preference data to an EPG 
system having a preference database with preference data 



derived/ at least in part. 



rom program selections of a 
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user, comprising : 

a controller with a pri>gram database containing program 
identifiers identifying programs, at least some of whose 
content is not currently, or scheduled to be, available for 



use; 

said controller being 
interface element that dis 



programmed to generate a user- 
lays displayed identifiers 
including at least a subset! of said stored program 
identifiers and accepts user input indicating multiple 
selections from among said displayed identifiers, said 
subset including at least one identifying content that is 
not currently, or scheduled to be, available for use; and 

a data control element tthat stores data responsive to 
said multiple selections i\ skid preference database. 



14 . A device as in clai 
indicating multiple selections 



13, wherein said user input 
indicates more than one 



selection from a single instance of displaying through said 
user- interface, whereby said user is able to select multiple 



identifiers without changing a 
interface . 

15 . A device as in claim 
controls a media transmission 
preference data stored in^said 

16. A device as in clarxri 
programmed to eliminate redund 
said respective programs ident 
identifiers are distinguishabl 



display of said user- 

:-3, wherein said EPG system 
hannel responsively to said 
preference database. 
...if wherein said controller is 
int program identifiers, where 
Lfied by said redundant 

only by a time of broadcast. 
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17. A device as in cla^ |l3, wherein said controller is 
further programmed such that said multiple selections 
indicate specific preferred i^es of program material 
including at least one of: recording, viewing, and 
preventing an ability to view. 

18 . A media control devic 
a controller connected 

holding at least preference 



.ce,. comprising: 
i:o at least one data store 
data and media content 
identification data, said mepia content identification data 
identifying media content a^^ailable through a communications 
channel ; 

said controller being donnectable to said 
communications channel to cc 
content through said communi 

a user interface includfLng a display and an input 
device; 



ntrol delivery of said media 
cations channel; 



said controller being p;:ogrammed to select a first 
portion of said identification data responsively to said 



preference data, display saic| identification data first 

tffrough said input device to 
said identification data first 



portion, and accept a commanc. 
use first media content from 
portion; 

said controller being futther programmed to control 
said communications channel responsively to said command to 



use; 

said controller being fu:: 
second portion of said identi 
commands through said input d^v 
content from said second portalo 
without using said second medila 



ther programmed to display a 
ication data and accept 
ice to select second media 
n of identification data 
content; and 
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said controller being prdgrammed to modify said 
preference data responsively po both said commands to select 
and said command to use.v 

19. A device as in clasLrl 18, wherein said controller is 
programmed such that said f i::st portion of identification 



data and said second portion 
displayed as lists of identi 



identif ication data are" each 
fiers and the identifiers used 



in the two lists are idei\ticjal where they pertain to the 
same media content. 



20. A device as in clai 



irK^18/ wherein said first portion 
of identification data has nultiple identifiers identifying 
a same content and said secqnd portion has only single 
identifiers identifying sai^dl same content. 

21. A device as in clai^kl8, wherein said controller is 
programmed to accept commands to limit said second portion 
identification data and to la^it said second portion of 
identification data according^j)_y , 

22. A device as in claim IXl, wherein: 
said controller is prograjnamed to display predefined 

classes of media content; 

said commands to limit include a command to emphasize 
representation in said second portion of identification data 



of identifiers corresponding to 
predefined classes of media cor 

23. A device as in cla\m 21 
limit including a command to on j 

second portion of identification data identifiers 
corresponding to at least one o|f said predefined classes of 
media content. \ 

24. A device as in claim 21, wherein: 
said controller is programoied to display predefined 

classes of media content; 



at least one of said 
tent . 

2, wherein said commands to 
it representation in said 
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said commands to limit ^include a command to omit 
representation in said seconfl portion of identification data 
identifiers corresponding to at least one of said predefined 
classes of media content. 

25. A method of updating a preference database for an 
electronic program guide /"comprising the "steps" o~f^ 

generating a first list, of programs currently available 
for viewing, said step of g€ner.':tting a first list including 
the step of permitting redurdant entries when said entries 
are distinguishable only by a time of broadcast; 

at a time of viewing, displaying said first list of 
programs, accepting command,; to select at least one program 
from said list, and controlling a media output device to 
display said at least one program; 

generating a second liat of programs scheduled to be 
available currently and in tne future, said step of 
generating a second list inciuding the step of excluding 
redundant entries when said redundant entries are 
distinguishable only by time af broadcast; 

at a time of programming, \ displaying said second list 
of programs and accepting commaWds to select multiple 
programs from said second list fnd storing said multiple 
selections; and 



modifying said preference 
multiple selections . \. 

26. A method as in claim 25 
generating a second list include 



atabase responsively to said 

wherein said step of 
3 displaying a list of 



program categories, accepting co:nmands referencing said 
program categories, and excluding programs scheduled to be 
available currently and in the f iture responsively to said 
commands referencing said progran categories. 
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27. A method as in cla>im/25, wherein said step of 
generating a second list vincliides generating a list of 



programs that were schedule^ 
28. A method as in claim 
generating a second list inc] 
program categories accespting 



to be available in the past, 
25, wherein said step of 

udes displaying a list of 
coinmarids ref erelicing" sa"id 



program categories, and excluding programs scheduled to be 
available currently and in the future responsively to said 
commands referencing said program categories. 

29. A method of updating 
an electronic program guide tc 



a preference database used by 
modify listings of currently 
ing the steps of : 



available programming , compris 

displaying a list of progpram categories; 



accepting commands refere 



cing said program categories; 



generating a list of prognams scheduled to be available 
currently and in the future and! to have been available in 
the past; 

excluding from said list redundant entries when said 
redundant entries are distinguishable only by time of 
broadcast; I 

modifying said list responjsively to said commands 
referencing said program categojries; 

at a time of programming, Idisplaying said second list 
of programs and accepting commands to select multiple 
programs from said second list land storing said multiple 
selections; and I 

modifying said preference! database responsively to said 
multiple selections without coptrolling an output of any of 
said programs identified in sa'id multiple selections. 



30. A method as in claS^n 



29, wherein; 
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said step of accepting commands referencing said 
program categories includes Accepting a command to emphasize 
programs in a selected category; and 

said list includes increasing 



said step of modifying 
representation in said list 
"category; 

31. A computer user in 
content selections to serve 



of programs in said selected 



:erface for generating media 
as examples of desired 
selections for use in generating and refining user- 
preference profiles stored /in a database, the computer user- 
interface comprising: 

a controller with a d:. splay and an input connected to 
receive program selection identifiers; 

said controller being programmed to: 

receive media content dcita from a data source; 
display, on said display, content identifiers of 
said media content responsive to said media content; 

at a time of inputting, receive inputs from a user 
indicating ones of said identifiers corresponding to content 
the user prefers to use, sa Ld inputs not necessarily 
indicating content said user will use, but content to serve 



as an example for purposes 
profile; and 

transmit said input 



of building a user-preference 



to said database. 
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